130           CHARLES JAMES FOX
peaceable. The House of Commons is very bad indeed,
and really seems to like these violent measures, which I
consider as a symptom that the country, or at least the
higher classes, are of the same opinion. However it is clear
that here we have the popularity, and I suspect we shall
have it universally among the lower classes. I need not
tell you how much I dislike this state of things; but I
cannot submit quite passively to Mr. Hume's Euthanasia
which is coming on very fast."l
" However, I must just tell you that I think the country
behaved better than I expected upon the subject of the
bills, and that, except in Yorkshire (a most material excep-
tion, I admit), we have the people with us everywhere, in
some parts of course more, and in others less decidedly.
I take it we are strongest in and about the Metropolis.
We made very bad divisions in the House of Commons,
but nevertheless, I think we are much more of an opposition
than we have been of late years. Thurlow came out at last,
and though I do not think this a circumstance likely to
have so much effect as some suppose, still, it is something.
You will easily conceive that the existing circumstances (Pitt's
favourite phrase) have made Lansdowne more cordial with
us all than formerly, and I should hope the Duke of Leeds,
Lord Moira, and other outlying parts of opposition, will
soon see the necessity of acting more In concert, and if
the public cry continues to be with us, I have no doubt
but they will. Pitt certainly meant to parry our attacks,
by the message from the King relative to peace, but how far
that will answer his purpose I doubt much; I think not at
all, unless he really gets peace, and as to the question
whether he will get it or not, I think it so doubtful that
I have altered my opinion upon it several times." 2
" I do not know what to write to you about our politics
here. The whole country seems dead, and yet they certainly
showed some spirit while the Bills were pending; and I
1 Memorials and Correspondence, vol. iii. p. 126, Nov. 17, 1795.
2 Ibid.) vol. iii. pp. 127, 128, Dec. 24, 1795.